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Trying to 
clear the air

It’s pretty clearly 

stated in the email 

to the editor guide-

lines box that is 

published as often 

as space permits 

on the Ruston Dai-

ly Leader editorial 

page.

Those guide-

lines say that, 

“The Daily Leader 

reserves the right 

to edit or refuse publication of any email, 

however, all viewpoints on a topic will be 

considered.” Those guidelines also say 

that, “views expressed in emails to the 

editor, editorial cartoons and personal 

columns do not necessarily reflect the 

opinion of the newspaper.”

Last weekend the Daily Leader pub-

lished an email to the editor in which the 

writer discussed his dismay over what 

he described as seeing Louisiana Tech 

men’s basketball players kneeling and 

disrespecting the American Flag during 

the playing of the National Anthem before 

a recent game.

I soon received messages and calls 

from people, including officials at Tech, 

contending those claims were unfounded 

and nothing of the sort happened.

Admittedly, I wasn’t there to see what 

happened or didn’t happen before that 

game began. I’m still trying to figure out 

how to best cover a basketball game with 

very restricted access for media mem-

bers, understandably due to COVID-19 

concerns.

When I was first notified, I told Tech 

officials all that I needed was video from 

that pregame National Anthem to give 

me evidence that the claimed disrespect 

didn’t happen. Unfortunately,  I’ve been 

told such video does not exist.

The writer contends he saw what he 

saw. Others who attended the game say 

there was no disrespect shown in any 

way by Tech players.

This column is to let our readers know 

that I have received a number of calls 

and messages from people saying they 

don’t believe any kneeling or disrespect 

happened, and to try to best present both 

sides of the story when there is apparently 

no clear answer to be found as to what 

truly happened before that game started. 

The original email was the OPINION 

of the WRITER.

The Daily Leader has always been and 

always will be a supporter of  our Lincoln 

Parish college teams. But we also support 

our readers and their opinions. That’s 

why the header at the top of this page 

says opinions. We all have them, and 

sometimes they differ.
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 I am a labor and employment 

law attorney living in Dubach. For 

over six years, I have worshipped 

at The Bridge Church and taught 

at Louisiana Tech. The below 

thoughts are mine alone, of  course.

On Friday, the Leader reported 

that the Lincoln Parish Library 

had removed certain LGBTQ 

books from the kids’ section. These 

included the picture books “My 

Two Dads” and “My Two Moms,” 

as well as children’s novels fea-

turing a transgender elementary 

school student. 

According to the article, over 

a dozen library patrons asked 

for the removal of  these items 

from the children’s department, 

stating that the LGBTQ content 

was “unacceptable for viewing 

by children without their parents’ 

consent and input.” The books can 

still be requested for checkout by 

an adult. 

As expected, this provoked an-

gry commentary on social media. 

Some of  my friends criticized the 

library’s decision as “censorship” 

by a “tiny, but vocal group of  hate-

ful people.” 

Those who objected to LGBTQ 

content on display for children 

were described as “stupid and 

mean,” “backwards and sad,” even 

“inexcusable and unforgiveable.”

In the spirit of  building bridges, 

I would like to explain why people 

who object to LGBTQ books in the 

children’s section of  the public li-

brary are not acting out of  hate or 

ignorance. They are courageously 

standing for their religious con-

victions.

As people of  God’s word, Chris-

tians have a distinct view of  

marriage and sex. We believe 

God created sex as a powerful, 

purposeful force. Specifically, sex 

binds together man and woman 

in marriage and results in the 

fruitfulness of  children and family 

life. The Bible clearly teaches that 

sex outside of  marriage, including 

adultery and homosexuality, is for-

bidden. It is the duty of  Christian 

parents to teach their children 

these foundational truths.

In America today, many people 

and powerful institutions are op-

posed to these Christian beliefs. 

They view men and women as 

interchangeable. 

They claim same-sex unions 

and marriage are equivalent. 

But opposition does not make 

the Christian stance on marriage 

any less true. We believe human 

flourishing depends upon train-

ing our sexual urges toward their 

creational purpose: the natural 

family. When the natural family 

breaks down, chaos and suffering 

result.

Meanwhile, LGBTQ advocates 

have been very successful in 

promoting their views in media, 

education, and government policy. 

Most Christians believe it is non-

controversial, a no-brainer, to 

extend anti-discrimination laws 

to protect those with alternative 

lifestyles. As an employment law 

attorney, I have advised many 

clients on how to comply with 

those laws and treat members of  

the LGBTQ community equally 

and fairly. 

But today, Christians are being 

pressured to positively affirm what 

the Bible condemns. 

This includes calling same-sex 

unions “marriage,” and using 

pronouns that differ from biologi-

cal gender.

While we cannot affirm sin, 

Christians must affirm the dignity 

of  all human beings, as image-

bearers of  God. Many believers are 

reaching out to those who identify 

as LGBTQ, while remaining true 

to Scripture. It is my hope that 

the controversy at Lincoln Parish 

Public Library will spark conver-

sations that point to Christ, the 

one who came to save us all from 

sin and give us all new identities.

Merry Christmas.

Laura Fleming

Dubach

EMAILS TO THE EDITOR

Fleming: Christian beliefs part of library issue

This letter is a response to the 

Lincoln Parish Library Board of  

Control’s recent decision to move 

LGBTQ+ inclusive children’s 

books off  the shelves of  the public 

library to be accessed only at the 

request of  parents.

 As an ally and advocate for the 

LGBTQ+ community, a member 

of  the American Psychological 

Association’s Society for the 

Psychology of  Sexual Orienta-

tion and Gender Diversity, and 

as a psychologist who has been 

dedicated to treating members 

of  the LGBTQ+ community from 

Lincoln and surrounding par-

ishes for many years, I urge the 

board to reconsider its decision.

For decades, people who are 

LGBTQ+ have grappled with 

the fact that their identities and 

families are not represented in 

public spaces. This decision by 

the board is a recapitulation of  

the experience of  exclusion that 

these members of  our community 

find all too familiar. 

What may seem like a benign 

compromise to some — placing 

these books at parent request only 

— is actually a confirmation of  

prejudicial and damaging beliefs 

that LGBTQ+ families and people 

are abnormal, offensive, and 

somehow inappropriate for the 

eyes of  children. It is extending 

the privilege of  those of  us who 

easily find ourselves represented 

on television, in books, and in 

magazines, and further stigmatiz-

ing and dehumanizing to those 

who are not the majority.

 In psychology, placing those 

books on a shelf  behind a librar-

ian and requiring permission to 

view them is called a microag-

gression. Though no one used 

hate speech or committed an act 

of  physical violence, the message 

is clear that some people are not 

welcome and are not accepted in 

the community. 

The negative impacts of  this de-

cision are real, costly, and painful. 

The experience of  microaggres-

sions has been associated with 

poor adjustment, depression, 

anxiety, suicidal thinking, and 

higher rates of  substance use. The 

accumulation of  microaggression 

experiences through the lifespan 

has been used to help explain the 

tragic disparities for people who 

are LGBTQ+ such as higher rates 

of  poverty and homelessness and 

increased thoughts about and ac-

tions related to suicide. 

Conversely, I know of  no such 

concomitant harm that can come 

to families or children who view 

books including diverse repre-

sentations of  people and families. 

Possible illusory harm cannot be 

used to justify documented and 

demonstrable harm. 

I have heard time and again 

from clients who identify as LG-

BTQ+ that it was seeing others 

like themselves and finding sto-

ries like their own that brought 

them solace and comfort when 

they were struggling with their 

identities or feeling alone.

How can we make these stories 

more difficult to access when they 

may help some of  the most vulner-

able and isolated members of  our 

community? Imagine it is you or 

your own young children who are 

told they and their families must 

be hidden from public view. 

Walking in this community, 

we come across t-shirts and store 

windows encouraging us to “Be 

Kind” and to “Choose Love.” 

Placing those books back on the 

public shelves is being kind. It is 

choosing love. It is an affirmation 

that people who are LGBTQ+ exist 

in our community and that they 

belong. That books about them 

are valid, valuable, and worthy of  

being on the shelf  next to books 

about us. It is akin to asking that 

person sitting by themselves to 

join us for lunch. It is an affirma-

tion of  the equality and humanity 

of  all people, despite their differ-

ences. 

I write this striving to reach my 

most important guiding ethical 

principles as a psychologist and as 

a human being — to do no harm, 

to benefit the lives of  others, to 

stand up against injustice when I 

am witness to it, and to respect the 

rights and dignity of  all people. It 

is my hope that the Lincoln Parish 

Library Board of  Control and the 

people of  Lincoln Parish will join 

me and do the same.

Amanda Norris, Ph.D. 

Psychologist

Ruston

Norris: Negative impact of moving books real, costly

By 
T. Scott Boatright


